Keunsbeo, South Dakota
hugust 21, 1981

Hrs Obls Proston

Hapon, South Dakota
Dear Hre. Preston

%' two weeks since you took the sattle mway and o
far I have not received the notes and papers you were to send
e

Suppose you have been tusy or were you walting for me %o
write you the letter you asked for?

Well, for a fow days it felt sa tho I dldn't oare whether
I aver wrote another letter or not. Hverytidng seemed to come
at onee but I sm gebting over it a 1ittle bAt nows Sure miss
the cowss Am afraid we will never have ansther bunch like thems
ﬂinmmmutngﬁhwmnﬁhupwmwmr%
woll, suoh is lifes I guess we will live thru its Ve have
lived thru about everything nowe And so thet you may reslise
somsthing of what we have went thru snd woa't think we were
nltopether to blame for the way things went I will tell you &
fou of thw things we heve had to put up with in the 28 years we
have worked together here, Well, here it is. (I planted some
more peas, cucumbers, redishes, lettuce, beets, eto. & week ago
end they are all up now snd look fine. lMeybe we will get some
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garden yet). You ssked for it. lere it is. If it fen't
what you went throw it in the waste paper basket. If it is,
you are weleome to ite |
Hany thanks for all you have dons for us and remembor
your promise to visit us out on the comsts (If we ever get
there)s I'1) have some strawberries and oream for yous
Your friend,

(adgned) lras Ye Jo Burphy

BH S & R B ¥ X B R R P W R WY R

In 1804 my husband came Yo Lywman Oounty and filed on e
homestead, 160 nores of land, (fres land they salled 1t), by
the tise you proved up on it, bullt all your buildings, foneed
it, broke it up and ot water on it, it wes anything bub free.
In 1508 we were marrieds Vie hud one room 12 x 16 with & lean=
to shanty for a kitohen § x 10, end believe me, we thot we had
& mansion and were go proud of ite '

We had what we thot was & protiy good orop thet year. Wheat
nade 19 bus per aore, oats 58, snd corn 40 bu. Ve hauled most
of the ocorn to town (18 miles) and seld it for 8¢ per bu.

I went with wy husband several tripss One norning we wont
in, 1% was 24 below zeros Then we haulsd beuk a load of conls

Yo also hauled all the whoat end oats Loo as wo didn's
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have smuch to feed 1t %o then, just four horses, one oow and
& oalf end & oouple of pigse The eell was the head of the
herd that we afterwards releed. Ghe wao é/a shorthorn end
we always bought thoroughbred sires so 1t ween't long wmtil
wo had sone roeal sattles Uo much for the firast yeare The
gooond yoar weas not 50 poode Wheat mmdie § Lus and outs 19,
aorn aboubt 28.

And then for about 6 years wo hed & run of dry yosrs,
onoh year worde than the other, Just gob our eeed beck s
eouple of years and then 2 years didn't even thresh, just mowed

4t and stecked it for feed. Corn made sbout 12 to 18 buse, and

another thing, we didn't have so many sores broke then either.
Hrole a fow more aores sach your.

The year Tripp County opened up we had pretty good corn
end the homestesders awme right here to the plece and lmuled
it all themsolves, ¥e got QY per bu. that year.

The winter of 1918 in March we had & terrible blisssrd,
Enow banled as high as the house, no fences in aight, roands
blocked for days, lmd o brake every fovot of the roaé to town
for groveries and fuel, then is when 1t was bad on horses and
men tooe They had to be tough %o stand 1t Well, we hed a
fulir orop that year. On Ootober 22, 1910, our oldest daughter
was borne We had 4o go 6 miles to phone for a doctor and he
had to come 16 miles with o team but 1t heppened the weather
was roul good, also the ronds. |
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 On Mareh 26, 1914, our oldest hoy was born but 1t was

a stormy day and again the dostor had to come 15 miless

{(same dostor).

They (doetors I mesn) heve lmrdships in these western
countries just like the rest of us, nothing soft about it.
1t isn't quite so bad now when they have oars and graded roads
but then it wes fieree, no ronds, just treils, smow cold, end
& alow way of going.

In 1916 wo had & bumper orops Our barley made BO bue per
dﬂ,MMMstadgwlmw.munnaahathtmt
down sod wo Mad to oub 1t all one way sod eouldu't get it wll.
Gern mids B0 bu, oF Betber per acre, snd fros then wntil 1088
we ind falr arops and pot pretty fair pricos for them but during
the war it ook all you made to iive end for liverty bonds,

Red Cross, and snything else they happened to sall for and our
children were smmll and not able to help anys My lusband was
trying to farm all ho could besides willdng 10 or 12 aows, so
we had to hire some one to help and the kind of wmen you got then
didn't ewmn their boards Yot we had to pay them from 875 to $100
por month and thelr board and then had to do most of the work
Wm. It's no wonder we got in debbe ALl this time weo
were trylng to improve our plece, planued on heviug & nlee home
some day, bullt & souple more rooms on our house, thot thet would
do until we oould afford to build & good house. (That day hasn't
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ocome so far, Will it ever come now? I wonder). Then we

built « barn 40 x 42 with a biy hay loft, My mehend hed

his share of trying to keep stook in old straw roofed shwdg.
Every time it rained they were all rmd and weter and you hed
to staok all your hay outeide snd the wind blew half of it

ey after you had hauled 1t from 8 to 6§ miles so he thot

he could save the price of his ban with the hay that was

wasted, alse in the difference it sade iu the stook, Mo ia
& groat stoolk man, would never est himself umtil his stosk
was fed, ho vanted pood stook or none. Almowt lived with

s pigs and believe me, he raised some pood oness His only
ﬁwbl‘ whe he ooulda't get feed enough for them,

Une orop of plge pald for our barn, but of course while
we wers paying for those things there were other debts plling
Upe

We had to buy all our meehinery %o stert farsing with,
sleo our horses and what few oatile we bought. Ve kept all
our helfers and it wasn't long until wo hed quite a bunoh
and wo had no money o start with so of course had %o go in
dabte

In 1616 we had 40 hoad of eattle, and Lf we had sold them
then sould have got £100 e hesd for nearly all of them, bub we
wore like everyons else, we didn*t think they would go down
all at once, so instead of selling them, wo bought another
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quarter seotion of land and paid $1,000 down on it, paid
28 per sore for it and st that time it looked like » pood
tays it oarnered the plsce we had and we needed it for
pasture. The bankers sdvised you to buy more land, they
woere doing it themselves, and it would have been alright
too 4f thinge had turned out difforent but we used ours for
pagture for & couple of yeers and by that time, cattle had
gone awey down in price and we had to sell them for about
balf what we oould have pot for them before. Thon we broke
the land up Just in time Yo got « run of poor years spmine

In 19192 we put down an srtesian well which cost us 81,500
bt wmy husbend head hauled water for 12 yoars and he thot it
was time to do somethlng dilforents Iia the swewr iU kept you
busy heuling eo the stook would have encugh, and in the wiater,
your tank, trough aod barrels would all fresse up and you had
to shop them out every day and the oattle never had enourh
water, and you nearly perished yourself while you were doing it
8o while it is & lot of money to put into u well, it is well
worth it in the difference it malwes in the stoaks This water
is hot, never freeses, and no matbey how sold it 1s the oattle
will go out twios e day and drink, and they don't require near
88 mich feod as they do when they don't heve enough water.

fe also put down & big olstern for water for the house
after having dup sbout 10 other wells that sll turned out to
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be dry oness ¥e built a hog house, parage, and chieken house,
MMMWM»M.MNIWm.Mmqu
that you have done something espseially in this sountry where
everything is so highs |

- We aleo put in sbout $300 worth of irees, frult and
shade trees, and for » whilo we had ome of the nicest 1ittle
mmm.m'nwmmgmwum
yours %o undo what 1t Gook us 23 years %o dos Thay are «s
~ bare now ss they would be in winter end I'm efraid they will
nover come out spaline

 In 1928 the snthrax broke out, Ve wscoinsted a1l our
cattle so did not lose any but lost all of our calf orop,
blamed the vacoination, and the yosr after that we lost & hoed
with blaok leg, under two yesr olde. We have always vacoinated
sinee then for blaok leg. And that is ebout all the cattle we
have ever lost exsept maybe e oalf or two.
~In 1923 wo sold $999.00 worth, almost & thousend dollers

wmormmmm.oomumunm)mor
hogee %o expeoted to keep enough to ran us thre the winter
for ooal and supplies but when the bunker who hed & mortgage
on sur eattle came out Yo fix up the papers ho sald to turn it
ﬂluwwmmntwmvuwmmmu
we wanted sone money leter we could have ite Uo we turned it
all over to him and fixed up owr papers again, hed somathing
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over 20 hosd of eattle left, sbout 14 horses, and I don't

_ just remember how many hogs but quite a fow, all owr muehine
ery (and it was worth something then), and he sald he dida't
have seowrity esough, had to heve & second mortzsge om our
farms And we gave it to hime Hasy, well I'1l say we were.
And that len't the worst of it. Mnmwmma
1ittle later for money to get conl, he told us they weren's
lending any monoys OSaid he was sorry, we hed his eympathy,
bt we couldn't keep very warm on that, so wo had to borrow
sooe money from o men in down to gob coal with,

The next time we went tu renew our paper it wes more than
it was before we peid the $1,600 oun the aotes Ol Ve have
lived and learnsd but it wee & protty costly lesson. If X
eould only go beok ten yesrs snd know what I know now, things
would be differents Put we have always tried te he honest
and thot everyons elee was, trusted others too smuche Yaybe
we are still doing it, I don't lmows.

Yiell, slnoe 1088 you might say wo haven't had a deocent
erops We had lovely unches of plge snd had %o sell thew
unfinisheds 5S¢ we didn't make wmuch on thems Could we have
finished them out, we vould have made quite s 1itile and maybe
padd something to those we were in debt toe

Then the bauk elosed its doorse "The Piret Netiooal Bexk®
of Hermebee, South Dakots, snd it wes the best thing that ever
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heppensd to us as the Federal Reserve Renk of Minneapollis

and the Agricultural Credit Corporstion held our papers FHed
we been dealing with them years ago we would have been far
bettor off,

The Vederal Heserve sent thelr Representative out So
goe us. Ve had & nice bunch of pigs tub no feed o feod them
8o he kindly sdvenced us the memey to Wy fesd for them. Them
there was no sale for them here, 8o ry husband had to hire &
truok and heul them down into Jowa. Thet was in 19289,

Wo then sent the momey for sdvences and the interest
thoreon to Mrs Preston smounting bo G30540 but told him in
mmbtmu&m:xwknwhmuﬁnsmwnﬂ
shru the winter as those pize were all we had to sell and
asked them if they could advance us 200,00

Did they say they were sorry and we had their sympathy?
Ho, they did note They sent their Representative, lrs Preston,
out, and when he saw how conditions were they advanoed us the
$200 to winter on. Ve will slways be grateful to them for I
don't know what we should have done without it,

The spring of 1980 we started out sgaln “full of pep®, to
farm seme s overy eprings We had rented 580 aores nore and
thot may be we would be lucky enough %o reiee & orops Thot that
mwum'«uwmmm.mmmmx
Kesorve helped us oudr sdwaneing us 756 o bLuy eeed corn and



uwmw.mndem. Yie had in 70 sores of barley,
40 acres of flaz, 800 aores of esorn, and hed a nice pardens
(ur barley was nice s fleld of barley as you ever would want
to soe, and on the 24th of June we po% & hall stors and it
just ruined our barley, never straightonsd up againe Ouwr
gardon was 1ike it hed nover been planted, but I planted 4%
again and as wo can wator 1t we had & real good gerdens In
M,'mnﬁamhtnwmﬁmamwﬂ!kmm
lasy winter,

Our flax looksd fine, thot 1% would make 10 bu, per asre
anyway, and it was alwost ready to out when the gresshoppers
mmmmma.mwunmmﬁmmm.
And they done the same with the eorn. It was all silled out
before they came but they got it anywaye. Vell, we thot that
was bad enough, but there wes worse to ooew. The oholera broke
out and we lost 70 head of hogse Didn't even have one lof% to
butohere

Then on Septesber ¢ we had to tale ocur oldest dsughter to
m'mwrwumwmttmmmmummm
whother we would bring her bask or not, bub she pulled thwe,
thanks %o  wonderful dootor, Dre Delaney of Hitehell, and good
mursess Also our own dostor, the same one that we had when she
was born, and I made up vy mind then I would never somplein again
about erops and things like thet se long s we saved her, YNow
mumwmmaﬁgmummuumm
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Vihen you, Mre Presion, omne out 1ot fall and wanted
the cattle we meked for one more yoar as we didn*t see how
we could possibly meke it 1f we lost our milk gows (and we
souldn't have either if it hadn't been for them and our
vegotables) snd you agreed to glve us one more yoar, but
snid L you ceme this mluﬁm;h&n“mmm
%o twrn them over %o you sud no questions asked.

Heoll, we thot that surely we had all the herd luck last
your that we could possibly have for ewhile, thot it eouldn't
lest forever so we wont to work again this spring, put in
160 seres of wonest, o0 acres of barley, aud 40 seres of fm.
alss 130 sores of eorne And uo arops aver looked better than
they did sarly this year. Uorn looked lovely and so slearn.
Well, you saw what happenod to everything this yoer.

The worst thing that ever hit ¢his country or any other
country of all the dry years we have ever had, nothing could
Wﬁ@hﬂua years Hot & blade of grass left, not a leas
on the trees. Much less erops of any kind, they Just stripped
overything in their path. Urasshoppers, nillions of them, and

‘Wm.tulmmw“tmhuuhmmmm. Uther

venrs we at lesst had hayy this your thers is no hay, fodder oy
anythings We couldn't even raise e gardens they ate it off ae
fast a8 it omse thru the pround, Those whe haven't acen grasee
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hoppors at work have no iden what desmge they oun do. I would
never have belioved it if I hadn’y sesn it
You eould have a lovely oorn field one days the next day

nothing but stoeks left and hardly thats

' Well, when you seme this year for your oattle we done just
as you agked; we turnod them over snd no quosbions asked, Ve
folt terrible to have to lose thom but felt that you people had treated
up mors than feir, mueh better mfwtm;ny of our hone
mon would save donss Ve expeeted you to takes everyihing we
had but instesd y&a said you would leave us &ll the mechinery,
the four horses, and &¢ the last one sow. te thot 14 wmes
wondorful of yous OFf course, I realisza that rmmehinery and
eapooially horse mmohinery ls worthless and thers lsn's
mmmwwmwm%yam, but we ware
real thankful for them just the seme snd the cow certainly
moans & lot Lo us and our babies, Ve have nine children now,
ﬁgirhmésmu One girl 21 in Ootober (married), one boy
l'f.mmnwmmtmnwnhSWWn Ang 8% 4%

Cwesn't for them we wouldn't be worrying now but wumm 1ot

ummm mmawuuu hnm. s itu mm
Just get work oven tiow we coald da ity m it seons imposasible

%o get auy work of any kinds Bwbymﬁw:muwm
promised federal ald buv I'm aiysld the aw md people boih

will be starved to doath before they have their progrem outlineds
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Well, owr bables are lots of care now but some day they
may be & great help to us.

I have tried to give you & rough ocutline of things thet
hiive happoned in the last 25 years but 1 could dell you that
mich more but what's the use, you souldn't realise it auyway.

You night, as you have been around & lot and saw for yoursell
how people live out here but so many people in the eily omns
not begia to realize what it is to be 16 niles from town with
no nodern eonvenisnces in old shaoks of houses, often so oold
in winter that it Ls iupossible to weep warsm (L4 1% jmdn't been a
lovely wonter lest wicter we would have frogon as we had no
mondy to buy cosl), often the roads have been blocked with
snow for weelts sn you could not get to town for Wﬂuu‘.
Taually we have our own meat bub laet yoar and this we heven't
had any on acoount 5 losing &ll our hogs lust year. Ve aidn't
have money encugh to buy any more this spring and guess we were
luoky at thet ss we wouldn't have raised any feed anyway.

You told us to get out of this vountry, go sny plece sway
from hoves Well, that's whet we would do if we oould but we
ean't walll sut with owr fanily. There are too many doing that
nows uh it does seen wseless to stay here any longer. Ve have
out in 23 yeurs, the best years of our lives, my msbend longer
that that, and what have we svecuplished? Just worked like sleves
and beliewve me, we did work from early worning until
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10 or 11 o'eloeck at night end then get mothing, one ocertainly
gots disoouraged. L wever folt that way until the lsst eouple
of yoars, thot saybe we sould meke 1% hare yet, hated to pive
up, but guess we will have %o now. |

I wa omld have ralssd orops svery yosr and not had so
meny felilurss we would not be iln debt now and would have hmd
our homs but so few erops and so nany falluress And thet wae
snother $hing the bankwrs told us %o do, pay them and let owr
mﬁonttgowwfm.wﬁo!‘wuﬂmht&ggamvw
in this sountry you never will get esught up again so of course
wo lost our land too. .

I thot when we lost it that that was the worst thing thes
amamrmmm'xmwmwunﬂmamnmm
ront it oheaper than the 2uxes end Lutersat were, but one hates
to lose tholr houde.

Beens ifuany sone people have lovely howmes, fine elothes,
everything they want to est and all kinds of enjoyment and still
they are not satisfled, and if I had @ niece Little home for my
kiddies where hey aould go to & poosd gehool and didn't owe
anybody snything und my health, I wouldn't es) for anything slee
and would be perfectly havny.

And that was one resson L have never kiocked on this countyry
until nowe Ve have all been pretty healthy. Outelde of the
times our bables were bors, wo have only led to eall the dootor
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five times in 25 years,

last your when we Mw&m&hﬂrmtb hospital, ouee
wihon the flu wes so bad during the war, and one winter my huse
band had paoumonis we hed to oall hin three tlmess And he was
derrible bad toc. 7The dootor surely saved his 1ifes And he
aleo saves mine Ywo or three times at lsaste Ve think en
swful lot of hine #Ho brot all our ehildren into the world.
isll, you will probably be tired reading «ll this but I wanted
you to know sonebhing of m‘e we wont Shru, aliho this isa'y
the Imlf of 1%,

Had o lotter from an old nelghbor who used to llve here,.
fle lves in Washinghon, now says 1t's the most wonderful nlsce,
says we could go out there and go right to work, tmt there is
always work there, and thet's what we want as there wre none of
us afrald of work but how are w golng to get out there? I1I'd
go tomorrow i ¥ could althe I have never wanted %o go before.

ino thing we have here, snd that is the most wonderful
paople. You will pewer find mny like thom any plece slse. That's
81l I'd hate sbout leaving heres

But if we were in Veshingbon where we could raise our own
vopetables and frult and you omn got & good priee for poultry,
OB, And oresss de surel; eould make & living siter liviag
hore tihle loung ou, you might say, nothings e never have had
saough frult bere and now what few fruit trees we had are killed

by the zrasshoppers, and I'¢ hate te have to wait for more trees
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to prow in this country. Don't inmow whother we oould stand
it another 28 yesrs or nots in afreld we couldn’t. Vor one
thing wo are not a8 youny end strong es we used 4o be nor have
we Gl smbitlion we used to have. Aayoue o mss pretly hard
Lif thay get snybihing for thelr labor, but if xt'§ fur nothing
all the tinme you soon lose your "pep.™

Well, that's enough hard luek stafl, Don't went you to
think we have hed no pleasures at all Wuuwmwm;

Por one thing we have our childrene. Would not trade one
smile of my bables for all the money in the world nor the feel
of thelr little erms around me and Af we omn just bring them
up to be good honest men und women who are not afrald to werk,
then we will not lwve lived in waine Heybe, who lmows, someday
they may be famous. Hen and wosmen that the world will be proud
ofs Anywmy, we love them and would not part with thea for any
DOy e

How we want to thesk you once more for all you have done
for uss And wo will certainly be glad to gt cur notes Laok
&8 you promised sns thet will mean & lot to use

‘ I would not feel o bad 1f you hed been able %o realise
what you sdvenced us out of the eatble bhut don't suppose yom
dide Hate to heve you out Yhe money you let us have 4o work
on, but I'm sure you inow that it wes thyu no fault of ourss
It was just that everythlag went againet ue, and w Just couldn'd
uf;pmwmmmmmm.mamunu
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years, lenger I guess. Mut if we gebt your debt canselled
and sould get out of here, maybe we ocould male good yeb.

xrz*anma.mmwu,smm«mmwmp-
bay m et you xuow how we are gotting alongs

M%ﬁmrw%wmmrmgawﬁatywmm
that we ars very grataful for all you hwve done for use M'
we had the same kind of Srestment from our home men we wight not be
in the eirounstances we ars now. OUhd well, we made our mistekes,
may wake movre, but they won't be the swae oned. I lmow one
thing, no one on earth, no matber how wll they are doing oan
wmwmmoﬂammmﬁwwwwm
awhile, | |

mn.ummsam.mnmmnm
- anything, for awhile we thot we were elimbing, but we never
reschad the top. Mwm_itmmmm V111 we
have the enerpy end smbition o olimb egain? ¥Well, tine will
tolls If we ever remeh She top will let you kaow and wikh e
help of God we will do Lt yet. :

Hroe Vime Js Hurphy,
Ronmebes, HSouth Dalota.



