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What’s Happening Nationally?What s Happening Nationally?

• Great progress on Open Datap g p
– Lots of energy from the private and public sector

• Federal place-based initiatives survive budget pressuresFederal place based initiatives survive budget pressures
– Promise and Choice Neighborhoods
– Sustainable Communities 

• More critical than ever to target neighborhood efforts
– Stagnating economy increases need for public programs g g y p p g
– But local, state, and federal funding is being cut back
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What Needs to Be Done Locally?

• Identifying the right data to answer questions

What Needs to Be Done Locally?

Identifying the right data to answer questions

• Transforming raw data into information 

• Communicating findings and insights

• Advocating for effective & informed policies 

• Implementing the right programs to help• Implementing the right programs to help 
residents and neighborhoods 
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NNIP Mission: Information for ChangeNNIP Mission:  Information for Change

• Democratizing Informationg
– Facilitate the direct use of data by stakeholders

• Work for many clients y
– Helping Boys and Girls Club choose a new site
– Working in a cross-sector collaboration to reduce infant deaths 

• A central focus on strengthening, empowering low-income 
neighborhoods

• Information as a bridge for collaboration among public 
agencies, nonprofits, businesses
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Lessons from NNIP

• Design indicators for action—not just to passively 

Lessons from NNIP

monitor trends.

• Develop indicators at the neighborhood level as well p g
as the city or county as a whole.

• Use available indicators but recognize their• Use available indicators but recognize their 
inadequacies – don’t discount local wisdom.

Pl h b i h f i d• Place the numbers in the context of images and 
stories about the issues you care about.
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Select target 
service areasservice areas



Identify potential 
clients
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Inform communityInform community 
development 

decisions

Source:  Center for Community Building and Neighborhood Action, University of Memphis

decisions



Source:  Center for Community Building and Neighborhood Action, University of Memphis



U di itiAverage miles Uncover disparities 
in access to basic 

servicesservices

Average Distance to 
Nearest GroceryNearest Grocery 
Store by Block in 

Chattanooga 

Source: Ochs Center for 
Metropolitan Studiesp



How Foreclosure Effects Kids

Forced mobility can put kids 
behind socially and y
academically

Foreclosure preventionForeclosure prevention 
counselors should connect 
families to student services

Schools need to understand 
the patterns and trends of 
students affected by 
foreclosure to design 
appropriate responses Bring a hidden issue appropriate responses. to light, bridge silos.



H Y C G S dHow You Can Get Started

L d t k h t d !• Learn and network as much as you can today!

• Think about concrete ways local and national data 
could help in your own advocacy or program work. 

• Reach out to NNIP partners, universities or research p ,
groups for help.  (We also help new NNIP partners 
get started).

• Think long-term – support open data and build your 
local data infrastructure.
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Visit our new website for more ideas...





F i f tiFor more information

NNIP Web site:  
i hb h di diwww.neighborhoodindicators.org

Email:  Kathy Pettit, kpettit@urban.org
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