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POLICY CONTEXT: NEIGHBORHOOD
EFFECTS AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT

Does growing up amid a concentration of
disadvantage make it significantly more likely
that children will end up disadvantaged adults?

If so, Is US subsidized housing policy working

to concentrate or deconcentrate disadvantage?
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OVERVIEW OF STUDY: DENVER NATURAL
EXPERIMENT “"TREATMENT — RESPONSE”

Denver Housing Authority (DHA) quasi-
randomly offers “treatments” to low-income
Latino & African American families = bundle of
neighborhood attributes. Our study uses:

WAYNE STATE = allows causal inferences of neigh’d effects
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OUR RESEARCH QUESTION

Are the odds of low-income Latino
and African American young adults:

Affe'ct'ed' by neighborhood Context they
WAYNE STATE experienced as adolescents?
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OVERVIEW OF KEY FINDING #1

Neighborhood occupational prestige lowers

odds of young adults (especially Blacks)
receiving public assistance and idleness
(neither working nor attendlng school)
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OVERVIEW OF KEY FINDING #2

Neighborhood social vulnerability increases

odds of young Latino adults receiving public
assistance.
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VALID CAUSAL INFERENCES VIA NATURAL

EXPERIMENT IN DENVER

Denver Housing Authority (DHA) Operated
scattered-site public housing since 1968;
now over 1,500 unitsin most
neighborhoods across Denver County
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OUR HOUSEHOLD SURVEY IN DENVER

Sampling Frame: African American or Latino,
current + former DHA residents w/: (1)
children in home ages 0 - 18 when moved into
DHA; (2) in DHA housing 2+ years; and (3) first

tract nelghborhood |nd|cators
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ADOLESCENT NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
VARIABLES

census tract (4,000 population):
% Poverty
% Female Household Heads
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RESULTS: STANDARD DEVIATION
DIFFERENCE IN NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXTS

LOWER Occupational Prestige 2
T odds public assistance 96% (147% BI)
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IMPLICATIONS FOR URBAN HOUSING &
COMMUNITY DEVEI OPMENT POLICY

Goal should be enhancement of low-
Income minority adolescents’ neigh’d

SES diversity. Policy should:

minorities to move rqlit
WavNE StarE nelghborhoods via subsidized housing
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THANK YOU! YOUR QUESTIONS WELCOMED
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