
QUICK TIPS
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--)

This PowerPoint template requires basic
PowerPoint (version 2007 or newer) skills.
Below is a list of commonly asked questions
specific to this template.
If you are using an older version of PowerPoint
some template features may not work
properly.

Using the template

Verifying the quality of your graphics
Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set
your preferred magnification. This template is
at 100% the size of the final poster. All text and
graphics will be printed at 100% their size. To
see what your poster will look like when
printed, set the zoom to 100% and evaluate the
quality of all your graphics before you submit
your poster for printing.

Using the placeholders
To add text to this template click inside a
placeholder and type in or paste your text. To
move a placeholder, click on it once (to select
it), place your cursor on its frame and your
cursor will change to this symbol:         Then,
click once and drag it to its new location
where you can resize it as needed. Additional
placeholders can be found on the left side of
this template.

Modifying the layout
This template has four
different column layouts.
Right-click your mouse
on the background and
click on “Layout” to see
the layout options.
The columns in the provided layouts are fixed
and cannot be moved but advanced users can
modify any layout by going to VIEW and then
SLIDE MASTER.

Importing text and graphics from external
sources
TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-
existing placeholder or drag in a new
placeholder from the left side of the template.
Move it anywhere as needed.
PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it
first, click in it and insert a photo from the
menu.
TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from
an external document onto this poster
template. To adjust  the way the text fits
within the cells of a table that has been
pasted, right-click on the table, click FORMAT
SHAPE  then click on TEXT BOX and change the
INTERNAL MARGIN values to 0.25

Modifying the color scheme
To change the color scheme of this template go
to the “Design” menu and click on “Colors”.
You can choose from the provide color
combinations or you can create your own.

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--)

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a
36”x48” professional  poster. It will save you
valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text,
and graphics.

Use it to create your presentation. Then send
it to PosterPresentations.com for premium
quality, same day affordable printing.

We provide a series of online tutorials that
will guide you through the poster design
process and answer your poster production
questions.

View our online tutorials at:
http://bit.ly/Poster_creation_help
(copy and paste the link into your web
browser).

For assistance and to order your printed poster
call PosterPresentations.com at
1.866.649.3004

Object Placeholders

Use the placeholders provided below to add
new elements to your poster: Drag a
placeholder onto the poster area, size it, and
click it to edit.

Section Header placeholder
Move this preformatted section header
placeholder to the poster area to add another
section header. Use section headers to
separate topics or concepts within your
presentation.

Text placeholder
Move this preformatted text placeholder to the
poster to add a new body of text.

Picture placeholder
Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster,
size it first, and then click it to add a picture
to the poster.
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The analysis is based on data
from the Survey of Income and
Program Participation (1984 and
2008 panels).

For each individual i we estimate
the probability of exiting
poverty at duration t,
conditional on the total amount
of time spent in poverty (λDi),
and a set of observed (Xi) and
unobserved (θi) characteristics:

which we then use to recover the
cumulative distribution function
of t:

Aggregation of the estimates
across all individuals yields the
duration distribution of poverty
episodes in the sample (CDF):

We decompose the change in the
CDF of t between two points in
time into a set of components
attributable to:

• changes in the characteristics
of the poor

• changes in the structure of
poverty(effects of the
characteristics).

DATA AND METHOD

RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

Albeit the official poverty rate was
relatively constant between the
early 1980s and late 2000s, the
duration of poverty has
increased.

This increase was not the same
for everyone – individuals living
in single families, families where
the head is young, black or
uneducated person have
experienced a disproportionally
large increase in the amount of
time spent below the poverty
line.

The observed changes in the
duration distribution of poverty
episodes are induced mainly by
the changes in the structure of
poverty (above all, duration
dependence and the effects of
unobservables) rather than the
characteristics of the poor.

1) The paper provides new
evidence about the change in
the duration distribution of
poverty episodes in the US and
its underlying forces

2) We propose a methodological
framework which makes it
possible to construct and
decompose the entire duration
distribution of poverty episodes.
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BEHIND A STABLE POVERTY RATE:
CHANGES IN THE DURATION OF POVERTY EPISODES IN THE U.S. SINCE THE MID-1980S

The official poverty rate did not
change much in the United
States over recent decades
remaining at the same level of 15
percent in the late 2000s as in
the mid-1980s (DeNavas-Walt et
al., 2013).

This paper aims to look ‘behind’
the stability of the US poverty
rate and investigate what has
happened to the underlying it
duration distribution of poverty
episodes.

INTRODUCTION

CDF of time spent in poverty in the 1984 and 2008 SIPP panels

Changes in the duration distribution of poverty episodes between
the 2008 and 1984 panels, by sub-group

Median
duration

At selected points of the cumulative hazard function

t=1 t=12 t=24 t>30
Total +1.161 -0.1178 -0.1087 -0.0619 +0.0567
< 25 +1.923 -0.1321 -0.1044 -0.0729 +0.0642
25-54 years +1.683 -0.1402 -0.1158 -0.0662 +0.0694
55-64 years +2.136 -0.0906 -0.1119 -0.0367 +0.0321
65+ years +0.186 -0.0061 -0.0750 -0.0645 +0.0626
Male +1.664 -0.1314 -0.1104 -0.0595 +0.0471
Female +1.146 -0.0795 -0.0833 -0.0466 +0.0468
Only white +1.513 -0.1160 -0.1012 -0.0553 +0.0461
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Detailed break-down of the contribution of the ‘structure of poverty’
to the overall shift in the duration distribution of poverty episodes

Aggregate decomposition of the change in the duration
distribution of poverty episodes over time
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Only white +1.513 -0.1160 -0.1012 -0.0553 +0.0461
Only black +2.223 -0.1236 -0.1654 -0.0890 +0.1029
Hispanic or Latino +1.470 -0.1280 -0.0936 -0.0758 +0.0731
Uncompleted high school +1.318 -0.0883 -0.1395 -0.0947 +0.0927
Completed high school +1.944 -0.1764 -0.1414 -0.0098 +0.1006
College or higher +1.553 -0.1265 -0.1027 -0.0464 +0.0444
Single parent +1.985 -0.1425 -0.1530 -0.0932 +0.0812
Single +1.037 -0.0775 -0.0852 -0.0607 +0.0390
Couple +1.511 -0.1201 -0.0898 -0.0547 +0.0603
Other +1.090 -0.0842 -0.0665 -0.0101 +0.0015
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