
 
 
 
 
DATE: March 31, 2016 

TO:  Eighth District Holding Companies 

SUBJECT: Financial Statements for Employee Stock Ownership Plan Holding   
  Companies (FR Y-9ES) as of December 31, 2015 

 

The FR Y-9ES report form and instructions are available on the Federal Reserve Board’s website 
at www.federalreserve.gov under “Reporting Forms.”   

REPORTING CENTRAL 
 
The FR Y‐9ES is migrating to the Reporting Central data collection system from the 
Internet Electronic Submission (IESUB) application.  Please submit the FR Y-9ES in 
Reporting Central for the December 31, 2015, as‐of date as the IESUB application is no 
longer available. 
 
The Reporting Central data collection system will subject the Holding Company’s electronic data 
submission to validity edits that must be resolved before the data can be accepted.  However, the 
requirement for supplying explanations for quality edits for the FR Y-ES report at the time of 
data submission is no longer required.  You are encouraged to provide quality edit explanations 
via email to any of the analysts listed below, or our Statistics shared inbox at 
stls.statandstructure@stls.frb.org.   If you do not provide the edit explanations via email, Federal 
Reserve Bank staff will contact you regarding your edits. 
 
The Federal Reserve developed Reporting Central to enhance the overall reporting functionality 
of the Federal Reserve Banks’ data collection and processing activities.  These enhancements 
will allow for a more secure, technically advanced, and efficient system that will encompass a 
single point of entry for electronic submission and file uploads.  Financial institutions will access 
Reporting Central via the FedLine® Web Access Solutions site to submit reports and gain access 
to electronic reporting applications, report forms, and instructions. Additional information about 
the Reporting Central application, including an online resource center is available at: 
http://www.frbservices.org/centralbank/reportingcentral/index.html  

CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT 
 
One aspect of the transition to Reporting Central necessitates the Federal Reserve to modify its 
internal procedures for handling confidentiality requests for those institutions that submit data 
electronically.  Generally the FR Y-9ES report is available to the public upon request on an 
individual basis. However, a holding company may request confidential treatment for the entire 
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report or for specific items on the FR Y-9 ES report.  To better facilitate confidentiality requests 
and ensure the data are properly handled during the  review of the request, the Federal Reserve 
strongly encourages institutions that are of the opinion that disclosure of certain commercial or 
financial information in the report would likely result in substantial harm to its (or its 
subsidiaries’) competitive position or that disclosure of the submitted personal information 
would result in unwarranted invasion of personal privacy to: 

 (1) notify their Reserve Bank of their intent to request confidential treatment in 
advance of the written request and  

 (2) send the confidentiality request in writing prior to data submission.  

For more information on confidentiality requests, please see the FR Y-9ES General Instructions.  
Note: The information referenced above pertains to the existing manual process for submitting 
confidentiality requests.  The final notice to add the confidentiality check box to the front page of 
the FR Y-ES form has been published in the Federal Register. 1 Please note that the original 
implementation date was extended to 2016. 

ADDITIONAL   INFORMATION 
 
There were no changes to the report form instructions. The expiration date for the report form 
has been extended through July 31, 2018. 

  
 DUE DATE  

The completed form must be transmitted by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, August 1, 2016.  ESOPs that 
have filed Form 5558 with the IRS for an extension must fax a copy of the form to this Reserve 
Bank by August 1, 2016 to receive an extension to October 17, 2016 to coincide with the 
extended IRS deadline.   

ANALYSTS  
 
For any questions or problems, please contact one of the analysts listed below at 1-800-333-
0810: 
 
Lisa Mantia, ext. 444-7357  
Kathy Fritz, ext. 444-4783 

   

                                                           
1 80 FR 52282 (August 28, 2015) 
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