
MARTHA PERINE BEARD

REGIONAL EXECUTIVE
MEMPHIS BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF ST. LOUIS

Martha Perine Beard became head of the Memphis Branch in 1997 
after serving in several areas at the Federal Reserve Bank of St. 
Louis.  She is on the board of a number of civic organizations in the 
Midsouth, including the United Way of the Mid-South, the Memphis 
Regional Chamber, Memphis Tomorrow and St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital.  Beard received her bachelor’s degree from Clark 
Atlanta University and her master’s degree in economics from Wash-
ington University in St. Louis.

FRANK BRADFORD

PRESIDENT
100 BLACK MEN OF GRENADA INC.

Frank Bradford is a banking industry veteran with more than 27 
years of experience.  He is the vice president and manager of 
Regions Bank’s full-service branch in Grenada, Miss., where he man-
ages a staff of 12 employees and is responsible for the day-to-day 
safety and soundness of the branch.  Additionally, Bradford leads 
the branch’s small-business and commercial lending activities, while 
serving as residential construction lender for the bank throughout 
North Mississippi.  He is a graduate of Delta State University, the 
University of Mississippi’s School of Banking and the School for Bank 
Administration at the University of Wisconsin.

JAMES CARDEN

DIRECTOR
UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI’S SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

James Carden is an adjunct professor/instructor at the University 
of Mississippi School of Business and Department of Economics, 
and at Northwest Mississippi Community College.  He has more 
than 30 years of business experience.  Previously, he worked for the 
U.S. Department of the Treasury, the Office of the Comptroller of 
the Currency, Merrill Lynch, Prudential, Fortis (once the 14th largest 
financial services firm in the world) and General American’s Paragon 
subsidiary.  He also worked for Blue Cross in Asia (with major head-
quarters in Hong Kong, Manila and Bangkok), where he started three 
businesses before returning to the University of Mississippi to teach.  
Carden received his bachelor’s degree in political science, a master’s 
degree in business administration in economics and finance, and a 
master’s degree in higher education from the University of Missis-
sippi.  He also earned a Juris Doctorate from the Mississippi College 
School of Law.

DR. RITA W. GREEN

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT EXTENSION AGENT
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE

Dr. Rita W. Green teaches personal financial education for the resi-
dents of the Mississippi Delta region under the broad categories of 
basic money management, credit control, fraud and identity theft, 
estate planning, housing, youth financial literacy, and homebuyer 
education.  In 2010, USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack appointed her to 
represent consumer interests on the National Agricultural Research 
Extension, Education, and Economics Advisory Board.  Green is a 
NeighborWorks certified housing counselor and has experience 
working as a consumer credit counselor and college professor.  She 
holds an MBA from the University of Memphis and a bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from the University of Tennessee 
at Martin.

CHARLESTEIN HARRIS

CREDIT COUNSELOR
SOUTHERN BANCORP COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Charlestein Harris recently retired from Mississippi State University 
Extension Service after 27 years as a family resource agent in the 
Upper North Delta Area. She is now working at Southern Bancorp 
Community Partners—the nonprofit side of the bank—which is a 
HUD-approved counseling agency and an IRS-approved VITA Tax 
Preparation site.  She is licensed by the Association of Financial 
Counselors, Planners and Educators as an Accredited Financial 
Counselor.  Harris is a very active member of AFCPE and is currently 
serving as the regional chair of a planning committee for member-
ship breakout sessions during the 2012 National AFCPE Conference.  
She holds certifications in foreclosure and default, housing and credit 
counseling with Neighborhood Works, and is also an IRS-trained 
tax preparer.  She is a member of several advisory councils and a 
board member of two nonprofit organizations.  Harris has conducted 
workshops for FDIC, SBA, DRA (Delta Regional Authority), Coahoma 
Community College, Tri-County Workforce Alliance and numerous 
other organizations and businesses.

DR. COOPER JOHNSON

CHAIR OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY  
AND PROFESSOR OF MANAGEMENT
DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Dr. Cooper Johnson’s research interests include sustainable eco-
nomic development, small-business management and human 
resource management topics.  He received his doctorate in manage-
ment and bachelor’s degree in business administration from the 
University of Mississippi.  He also holds a master’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Southern Mississippi.

DR. JAMYE LONG

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF MANAGEMENT
DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY

Dr. Jamye Long is an avid scholar.  Her interests lie in a variety of 
fields, including human resource management, economic develop-
ment, small-business management and gaming management.  She 
received her doctorate in international development from the Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi.  She also holds a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration and a master’s in business administration 
from Delta State University.

TERESA CHEEKS WILSON

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST
MEMPHIS BRANCH OF THE FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF ST. LOUIS

Teresa Cheeks Wilson provides advisory services to community 
organizations, government agencies, bankers and others on commu-
nity and economic development issues.  Before coming to the Fed-
eral Reserve, she worked at The Women’s Foundation for a Greater 
Memphis, a nonprofit organization that encourages philanthropy, 
fosters leadership among women and provides resources to help 
women reach economic self-sufficiency, where she was responsible 
for assisting in development and marketing activities.  Wilson earned 
her undergraduate degree in business marketing from the University 
of Memphis and is a graduate of the 2011 Leadership Memphis Fel-
lows program. She serves on the board of United Housing Inc. and 
the Advisory Committee of the Center of Community and Economic 
Development at Delta State University.
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