
Potential Markets for  
Workforce Housing 

Mapping the Journey to Work for Low and 
Moderate Income Workers 



Who makes less than $40,000 a year? 

Source:  St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Public Employee Pay Database 
              U.S. Census, American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample  



Over 150,000 low and moderate income workers 
commute more than 20 miles. 



Implications 
A daily commute of 20 miles in a car that gets 

20 miles per gallon will consume 500 gallons 
of gasoline a year. 

•  Cost:  500 gallons * $3/gallon = $1,500 

•  Congestion 

•  Carbon:  4.9 tons of CO2 equivalent 

  multiplied by 150,000 workers = 750,000 tons! 









Developable Land:  62269 



Map Commuter Flow in Your Community at ewgateway.org 



Access commute data for your community at www.ewgateway.org 



What Can Be Done? 

•  Programs for Working Families 
 Employer Assisted Housing Programs 
 Individual Development Accounts 

•  Building and Zoning Regulations 
 Lot Size 
 Manufactured Housing 
 Inclusionary Zoning 



Criticism                      Response 

•  Bad for property values? 

•  Environmental 
consequences:  promotes 
additional greenfield 
development? 

•  Contributes to population 
loss in urban core? 

•  Can enhance property 
values. 

•  Reducing GHGs can 
offset loss of green 
space. 

•  Can be part of 
coordinated strategy to 
enhance housing choices 
and revitalize urban 
cores. 



Conclusions 

•  Significant numbers of low and moderate income 
earners commute more than 20 miles to work. 

•  3 C’s:  Cost, Congestion, Carbon 

•  Long-distance commuters are a source of potential 
demand for workforce housing. 

•  Analysis tools at ewgateway.org let you explore 
potential markets for workforce housing in your 
community. 


