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5.7

19.	 Give each of five students one of the large pennies from Visual 5.2: Pennies. Have the class count 
the pennies aloud (1-2-3-4-5).

20.	 Tell the students you are going to read this short story. They are to stand in their places and 
copy the alligator’s actions. For example, when the alligator jumps, they should jump up and 
down.

21.	 Read the story, pausing after each page so the students can act out how the alligator went to 
the store (walk, run, drive, skip, and hop.) At the end of each page, complete the following:

•	 Instruct one of the students holding a penny to place it on the alligator in the center of the 
circle.

•	 Ask how many pennies the alligator has and count them as a class.

•	 Ask if the alligator has saved enough pennies to buy the candy or whether he has to save 
some more.

22.	 After the story, discuss the following:

•	 Why didn’t the alligator spend the five pennies on candy? (He wanted to buy ice cream 
instead.)

•	 How many more pennies does he need to save to buy the ice cream? (Five)

•	 Ask the students to raise their hand if they would spend the five pennies on the candy. 

•	 Ask the students to raise their hand if they would save for the ice cream. 

Extension Activities
	 Literacy

•	 Read the book Bunny Money by Rosemary Wells (ISBN: 978-0-14-056750-2).

	 Science

•	 Discuss some fun facts about rabbits. Visit https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/ 
animals/general-animals/10-hopping-fun-rabbit-facts/ for a list of top 10 rabbit facts.
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5.11

Handout 5.3: Image of Playhouse
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5.12

Handout 5.4: Saving or Spending

Directions: Underline the pictures that show kids saving. Circle the pictures that show kids spending.
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5.13

Visual 5.1: Alligator
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5.14

Visual 5.2: Pennies
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5.15

SShhiinnyy
PPeennnniieess

n  micsKiddy

By Charlotte Hughes

Illustrated by Katherine Ren
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5.16

Al saves a shiny penny,

So he walks down to the store.

He wants to buy some candy,

But Ol’ Al needs 4 cents more.

n  micsKiddy
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Al finds a shiny penny,

So he runs down to the store.

He really wants some candy,

But he still needs 3 cents more.

n  micsKiddy
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5.18

From Dad Al gets a penny,

So he rides down to the store.

He wants to taste that candy,

But he still needs 2 cents more.

n  micsKiddy
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Al earns a shiny penny,

So he skips down to the store.

Oh, how he wants that candy,

But he still needs 1 cent more.

n  micsKiddy

5¢



©2023, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis. Permission is granted to reprint or photocopy this lesson in its  
entirety for educational purposes, provided the user credits the Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis.

5.20

From Sis Al gets a penny,

So he hops down to the store.

He says, “I’ll save my pennies,

Because ice cream’s 5 cents more.”

n  micsKiddy

10¢


